
Annual General Meeting of the Hardy Orchid Society at Kidlington, Oxford on 

Sunday, 19th April at 10.30 am. 

MINUTES  

1. Apologies. Simon Tarrant, Alan Leck, David and Christine Hughes 

2. Minutes of the last AGM of 30th March 2014. The minutes were tabled 

for all members present. They were unanimously accepted without 

alteration. Proposed Maren Talbot, seconded Rosemary Hill. 

3.  Matters Arising. There were no matters arising. 

4. Chairman’s Report.  The Chairman was pleased to welcome members to 

this AGM at the end of her 5th year in office. She thanked the Committee 

for their support during the year.  

Meetings during the year included the spring and autumn meetings in 

Kidlington and an autumn meeting in Leeds. All were well attended and 

enjoyable. Shelagh and John Temporal were thanked for organising their first 

Leeds meeting as was Betty Barber assisted by Jean Stowe for organising the 

Kidlington meetings. She asked for a volunteer (preferably someone fairly 

local) to take over the organisation of the Kidlington meeting from Betty in a 

years time. 

Dates for future meetings are:- 

2015                                                                                                                                          

St Chad’s Leeds            Saturday September 5th                                                                     

Kidlington                      Sunday November 15th 

2016 

Kidlington(AGM)          Sunday April 10th                                                                                                                    

St Chad’s Leeds            Sunday September 3rd                                                                                      

Kidlington                      Sunday November 20th      

Good programmes for the coming autumn had been arranged by David 

Hughes, although space for 5-10 minute talks was probably still available. The 

programmes would be sent out with the July edition of the Journal together 

with booking forms. She thanked David for these arrangements. 



She also thanked Andrew Wells and Lesley Goode for managing the sound 

system at the meetings and Iain Wright for managing the projection. Alan Leck 

would be taking over from Iain in September. 

She thanked Alan Bousfield for organising for the first time the excellent series 

of field trips this year. These are very popular, with places being filled rapidly. 

Some spaces on some trips were still available. She thanked the leaders of 

these meetings. 

She wished to thank Mike Gasson the Journal Editor, who by dint of a lot of 

hard work continues to produce the high quality Journal, which for many 

members is the main link with the Society. She encouraged members to 

continue to send their interesting and varied articles to him. Nigel Johnson was 

also thanked for distributing the Journal 

She thanked Alan Leck for organising the seed sowing workshops, and for 

administering the sale of seed sowing supplies at cost to members. She also 

thanked John Haggar for leading the workshops with such enthusiasm and 

expertise. The next workshop would be held on Sunday, August 16th at 

Hagbourne Village Hall. Alan to be contacted by anyone wishing to participate. 

The new class in the Plant Competition this year for plants grown from seed by 

members reflects the success of the workshops. 

Conservation work continues steadily under the guidance Bill Temple for which 

she was grateful. 

The online forum administered by Moira Tarrant had proved its value as 

another way of facilitating communication within the Society. New members 

particularly had found it useful as a source of information from more 

experienced members. 

She thanked Steve Pickersgill, assisted by Neil Evans, for running the 

increasingly popular photographic competition this year. Hardy Orchid Society 

members are often well represented in the winners of the British Orchid 

Council Photographic Competition. The results for this year will be publicised in 

the Journal and on the website when they are available.  

Mike Powell was also thanked for organising the Plant Competition at the AGM 

as was Brian Walker who has been the judge for the some years now. 



John Wallington as Treasurer and Richard Robinson as Secretary were also 

thanked for their work in these roles. Moira Tarrant as Membership Secretary 

had had a particularly onerous year with apprising members of the need to 

change their standing orders with the change in membership fees and was 

offered especial thanks. Simon Tarrant was also thanked with his work on 

publicity setting up displays, distributing leaflets and posters and running our 

Facebook presence. 

John Wallington, Mike Gasson, Moira Tarrant and Alan Leck were thanked for 

setting up the PayPal facility on the website. This makes it easier for new 

members, particularly those living abroad, to pay their subscriptions. Existing 

members and those wishing to pay for seed sowing supplies can now also use 

this facility. She anticipated that booking and paying for attendance at 

meetings would also become available in the coming year. 

Many members who are not on the committee contribute to the running of 

the Society. One such is Tony Hughes, past Chairman who had supplied the 

Chairman with excellent photographs of British hardy orchids for a talk she had 

given at the European Orchid Conference and Show last week.     

She ended, stepping down as Chairman, by thanking all those who had helped 

her and the HOS this year, concluding that we have a successful society of 

which we can be proud.  

5. Treasurer’s Report. As compared with 2013-2014 the income from 

members fees as a result of raising the subscription had risen this year 

from £7,419 to £9,644; profits from meetings had fallen from £510 to 

£200, and the cost of the Journal from £5,480 to £4,700. He concluded 

that the Society’s finances were now on a sound footing. The accounts 

were adopted unanimously. Proposed Iain Wright, seconded Bill Temple.  

6. Membership Secretary’s Report. Membership had fallen as an inevitable 

consequence of the increase in subscription, but the number of 

memberships not renewed was only 7.3% for Single memberships and 

3.2% for Family memberships in the UK and Europe.  However this fall 

was largely comprised of members who by reason of increasing age or 

infirmity were no longer active in the Society. Members continued to 

join at a steady rate – 49 during the last 12 months, 45 during the year 



prior to that. After considerable effort, only 19 members paying by 

Standing Order had not yet confirmed that they had changed their  

subscription rate. She reminded the meeting that new members joined 

largely as the result of the various activities of current members. There 

has been an increasing number of foreign members joining as a result of 

the availability of PayPal. 

7. Election of Officers.  

The following changes were accepted unanimously:- 

John Wallington to replace Celia Wright as Chairman; proposed Celia Wright, 

seconded Betty Barber 

Hilary Pickersgill to replace Richard Robinson as Secretary; proposed Iain 

Wright, seconded Sam Hurley 

Maureen Denman to replace John Wallington as Treasurer; proposed John 

Wallington, seconded Bill Temple. 

The remaining members of the Committee would continue to serve en bloc; 

proposed Celia Wright, seconded Moira Tarrant.  

8. Election of Examiner of Accounts.  

Iain Wright (replacing Hilary Pickersgill); proposed Rosemary Hill, seconded 

John Haggar. 

9. Date of the next AGM. April 10th 2016  

  

             

  

 

  


